MEDIG-AL  OFMCEE'S  ANNEAL  KEFOKT. 

THE  DRAINAGE  OF  NAIL8WORTH. 

The  Clerk  read  Dr.  Partridge’s  annual  report., 
which  was  a  icery  lengthy  one.  The  Chairman  had 
sent  the  doctor  a  description  of  the  district,  whick 
was  included,  and  which  gave  a  very  good  review  of 
the  place  and  .surroundings.  He  also  acknowledged 
his  indebtedness  to  Air  Okey  for  a  few  remaiks  on 
the  geology.  “  Three  valtey.s  starting  from  the 
edge  of  the  Cotswold  Hills  m#‘et  in  the  town,  and  a 
wider  valley  then  runs  from  the  town  to  'he  junction, 
of  the  main  valley  from  Stroud,  and  thence  onward 
into  the  Severn  Valley,  The  tow'n  is  situate  a  little 
to  the  south  east  of  the  centre  of  the  parish,  and  is. 
?00  feet  above  the  sea  level.  The  whole  acreage  of 
the  district  is  a  Ifttle  over  ],(i22,  and  the  population, 
i»  about  S.ISO.j,^^  Three  streaans  from  the  three 
smaller  valleys  unite  in  the  town,  and  ftow  on  down 
the  larger  valley  (receiving  on  the  way  eeveral 
small  tributaries)  as,  one  stream  which  joins  the 
Ifrome  at  Dudbridge,  and  thence  runs,  on  into  the- 
Severn  at  FramiJode.  The  town  is  slowly  bat 
steadily  growing,  and  business  generally  is  in. 
a  healthy  and  energetio  condition.  Just  at  the 
junction  of  the  district  with  that  of  Wood-. 
cheater,  the  streams  before  mentioned  are  supple¬ 
mented  by  water  rising  on  Selsley  Hill,  7f!(J  feet 
aliove  the  sea  level,  which  is  of  awry  pure  character. 
The  geological  features,  are  that  the  rocks  are  in¬ 
ferior  oolite,  and  the  formation  at  Nailsworth  is  oh 
much  the  same  character.  6-1  births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  32  males  and  32  females,  a  rate  of 
21'. 3  per  1,000  living. 

53  deaths  were  recorded  for  the  same  period,  23. 
males,  30  females,  a  rate  of  16:8  per  1000,  including.. 
2  in  the  Stroud  Workhouse. 

Infantile  mortality  :  5  children  died  under  one 
year  of  age,  a  rate  of  7  8  per  cent  oft  total  births. 
There  are  no  special  circumstances  to  mention  in, 
connection  with  them. 

Zymotic  di.seaaes:  The  district  has  bem  unnsual'yv 
free  from  this  class.  Two  cises  of  typhoid  fever- 
'Wd  one -ofi erysipelas. were  reported  to  me  under  the- 
Motification  Act,  and  no  death  recorded.  Both  casnw 
of  typhoid  are  supposed  to  have  origibated  from 
home  One  a  lady  who  had  been,  visiting  on  the 
continent  sickened  a  few  days  after  returning,  the 
other  a  youth,  who  is  suspected  of  having  imbibed) 
the  poison  when  away  from  home,  probably  from 
drinking  polluted  water.  In  neither  case  could  the 
surroundings  be  made  accountable.  I  examined 
the  water  supply,  &c.,  and  found  them  in  order, 
and  the  dr,ainage  in  one  place  needed  slight  improve¬ 
ment. 

Inqpes's:  Four  were  held,  two  deaths  resulted 
from  ordinary  causes,  and  two  injuries,  one  a  scald 
and  the  other  a  suicide,  and  two  deaths  reported  to, 
coroner,  no  inquiry  being  considered  neaessary  by 
him. 

The  water  supply  has  been  generally  good  andi 
plentiful,  Several  houses  are  supplied  from  priva'e- 
springs,  and  the  Chalford  water  is  laid  on  to  112.- 
bouses  in  the  town,  7,in  Whorley,  in  Watledge, 
a  total  of  123  premises  supplied  from  this  source, 
and  since  1894  there  has  been  some  increase  in  the 
connections.  During  the  year  I  have  visited  the 
district  several  times,  and  find  that  in  Nailsworth, 
the  houses  generally  drain  into  the  str>  am.  that  one 
from  Nailsworth  and  Horsley  receiving  much  from 
the  houses,  several  of  which  have  closets  situated - 
directly  over  the  stream. .  The  pond  at  the  back  of 
the  new  houses  by  Harris’s  mill  gives  occular,- 
evidence.  Both  streams  also  reeeiva  refuse  from, 
manufactories  and  other  business  premises.  T  he 
town  itself  is  much  improved.  buA  the  drainage  has 
yet  to  be  overcome.  The  situation  of  the  place 
renders. it  a, difficult  matter  to  treati  The  presenfcr, 
system  of  scavenging  by  collecting  house  rsfuse,  &c,, 
twice  a  week,  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  past. 

There  were  appended  a  summary  of  v  sits,  alto-  - 
gether  40  in  number,  and  of  birth  and  death  rales 
for  the  year  and  the  last  quarter.  That  for  the  year 
Ending  December  Slst,  1896,  was  as  follows  : — Total 
births  64,  rate  per  thousand  20'3  ;  total  deaths  .53,. 
rate  per  thousand  16.8  ; .  deaths  above  60  years  32, 
under  1  year  6,  uncertified  2.;  inquests  4 violence 
2  ;  other  causes  61  ;  influenza  1  ;  cancer  2  ; . 
two  deaths  in  workhouse. 

The  report  for  the  quarter  endir-g  December  Slst, 
1896  was  : — Total  births  11,  rate  per  tho'isatid  13'6  ; 
total  deaths  15,  rate  per  thousand  19  04;  deaths - 
above  60  years  10,  under  1  year  2,  u«u>ertified..l,, 
ioflnenza  1,  other  causes  16. . 
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